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On border,
military
gear elicits
mixed
reactions

BY JULIAN AGUILAR
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

EL PASO — A lederal pro
gam that transfers suiplus
miliary equipment 10 lacal
communities — and is under

whose regions have henefited
ative

e Department of
ense  Logistics
the 1033 program al
lows the transfer of exira or
userl equipment ranging fiom
alieraft and motor vehicles o
s 10 local,
state and other government en
tities. The receiving entity pays
shipping fraction and siorage
charges, where applicable

‘The program, in place since
1990, came under scrutiny last
month after law enlorcement
persomnel in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, responded with armared
vehicles 1o proiosies who
fooded the sre the
faial shooting ::[ an unermed
black teenager, Michael Brovn.
by a white police officer

Last week, a coalition of ad
woeary groups expressed alarm
aver the amount of equipment

i

Tuoneranil beoken dosn by (15,
Newew and World Report.

Seo MILITARY | 44

Assoclated Prass photo
s mamber of the Souih Cenira
Emergency Rosponse Toam is
saen atop of 8 M113 A2 Armored
Peston el Cafries Gurng &
demansization Jan. 23, 2007,

in Ricnhoro Pa. The Deferse
Departmont ges awsy lrea milltary
equipment 1o state and local
gavemment ageacies. mostly palice
depriments, uncer 15 suris-
supplies program
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Plant to pump
power to M

Mission natural gas-fired
generation station to join
Mexican power grid Jan. 1
BY KRISTEN MOSBRUCKER | STATF WRITER

MISSION — The international border
between the United States and Mexd
can seem por people. commerce
and services regularly trek back
[uy  cspocially n e Ko Grande Vlley

" of cross b

wrlr‘mlm\\‘d and a
tricity tie of 300 megawatts or
two nations aliowing for some
and expart of prwer since

But for the first time, a
exation plant o s planning
tn pump elctricky fnko el powes
erid as.of Jan_ 1

“The previous owners just decided not
to sell into Mexico, 1 think sume-
thing that it was neglected in the past,”

See POWER | 4A

Start-up
rocket

company
eyes area

Firefly Space Systems
considers launch site
in Cameron County

BY EMMA PEREZTREVIFD
STAIT WRITER

HARLINGEN — Firefly Space
Systerms, 4 startup  satellite
Launels company, needs 4 Launch
site and Cameron County is
among prospective ocations,
The firm, which said it recently
relocated from California 1o Ce
ar Park near Austin, issue
written statement Frida
latineh siles have vt 10 be deter
mined, Tirely’s Chief Operating
o 5

be & triple whammy bringing to-
gether design and engineering

ting and a launch site all in
ane state.
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b» monitornews.com

“Wiaten e C60 of
il 2oace Spaa
‘sacut thelr Firefly
ia 8 Firefly beta
fockets,

A Wendy Davis
loss could still
help Democrats

BY WILL WEISSERT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN . Weady Davis iy
well Jose the lexas povernar's
v, But that eould sl b & win
for the Demaesats,
he state wna
o from Fort Worth
Ias shactered Texas
Democratic fund
raising records ancl
breathed now like
into @ state party
mired in the na-
tonlongest palt.
ing streak. Her underdog
Lul|\|l.h||.Jl L-m als given Demna
crats the hnipetits tad GRPOEL
ity 10 asser u:\u political bench
o finine seoions
grwater pise.
W initially hought it woild
1ake years 0F 18xds (0 become o
batileground, but thanks (o Sen-
ator Davis' candidacy and the
grassroots maovement we've heen
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Obama official defends Secret Service handling of '11 gunfire

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON
BUREAL

WASHINGTON — The
White  House  defended
the Secret Service on Sun-
day after a newspaper in-
vestigation detailed how
the agency fmbled ity
sespunse (@ @ punman (i
g on the White House
i1 200, il sl
Barack 0
dm.gm-. nd his modher
inclaw were inside.

“Tive men and women of

the Secret Service put um
lives on the lne for the

ident of the United Sies,
his fanily and folks working
in (he While House every
single day, 24 hours a day,”

deputy national securiry
adviser Tony Blinken said
an CNN's Stase of the lnion.
“Their task is incredible and
the huurden that they bear is
incredible”

Blinken spoke afier pub-
lication of a sory in The
Washinmgon Fost ahout the
Secrel Services slow and

confused response |n uu On the night of 2011
2011 shooting. Tk shooting. Oriega Liermar
man, Oscar Ramim nm-p dez hit a window on he
Hemander, was amesied second floor_very close

hit the White louse. Only
an«.nuwmpemuma
broken glass did the Seerel
Service realize bullets had
ik thepesicentil querters
he president and his

\ﬂlz Michelle, were not
hame at the time. When
Ohama meturned tn the
White House days later, he
was extremely upset, ac-

Blinken said (e direetor
of the Seciet Service, Julia
Pierson, has been looking

“Ihe Secrel Service is
insestigating this and they
will take any steps neces
sarytocamrect any deficien-
cies,” he said

The Secret Service has
come under intense scru-

g
Edwin  Donovan, @
spokesman for the Secret

Servie, deelloed 1o com

‘ment about the report,

vears. [n 2012
some agents were involved
i prostitution scandal in
Colombia before the presi
dent’s visit there,

g

From Puge 14
building on the ground,
we e catapulied inio
being  vompetitivesiate,”
waid Jenn Urowa, exeeu
tive directon of aiile
gound’ Txas and the
forier field divector for
President Barck Chanals
2012 re-loction campaign
in the swing,scate of Ghio.
Battlegroune Texas s
a muli-million  dollar
roup not afficlally al-
Hliated, but seil closely
aligned, with Texas and
national  Demncratic
Party efforts, It l\!uhlsﬁ
10 turn ane of Americs
|1|=Jni conservtive
e

ot demagiaphics
may help.

Since 2000, woughly two
aut ol every ihree new
“Texans is Hispanic, a vai-
ing bloe cypically friendly

Demacrats.  Obama
carried 71 percent of the

voluntewrs and  offers
training for voter registra-

drives, block-walks
and phane hanks.

The Demncratic Na-
tonal Commitiee _alo
repors giving the Texas
Mate party more than any
other state this election

cyele, Virginia.
towa and Ohio — around
5 nce  August

2013, Thats  alicady
nearly o8 much a3 the
SAO0,000 11 Texas Dem.
ocratic Party got fiom
i nional counterpart
in the last gubernatorial
election in 2010, Recause
much of hat goes to
fixod andl logistical costs.
the spending could have
luang-tere benelits.
Meanwhile, the Texas
Democratic Pary has in-
creased its siafl (o sround
N5 and plans o hine
swound 300 people 1o can
vass ueigibochoods befone
Election Day, Party oificials
also say they've compiled

in 2012, and without Tex-
as' 3 clectoral voles, fu-
ture presidential races ge
very lough lor GOP White
Hotse naminees.

todependent  polls
show Davis trailing her
oppenent,  epublican
Texas Attamey General
Greg Abhet, by double
digits. Davis scoffs at
the natinn her odds are
tno lang: She has raised
527 million, exceeding all
other Democratic can-
didates in state history
But her campaign reports
having barely a third of
the 536 million that Ab-
bout had lefl 10 spend as
of July.

Batleground — Tesas,
el aised
nillion sinee
oo ling st year anel
collected neary 310 il
lion for Davis' joint vie-
oy comnines. witch
is counted as pi
18l campaign g
sy i1 has enlisted a liie

o than 30,000 active

1 d
acioss all Texas counties 1o
make cmmunily arganiz.
ing easies. and, for the first
tme in at least 12 yesrs,
theres at least one Damn-
crat running in esch of
Texas’ 251 counties.

“We got our acl Logeth-
er in @ way thal wasnl
mne in 2010," said JD

atic

O
istered Teaas mn cast
baliots during the 2010

ipation from sympathetic
voters by 1um ]n:lwnlm
non-pres

races hat lang looked ke
Republican sl dunks
coul | closer,

Were  nol shoot
ing for the moon ere.”
Gins added.

try into the White House ed days.
complex when he cluded acrording o
several layers of security '!-‘W wok the Secret
and entered through the ice five days 10 ac
North Portico. h|mﬂu}p‘ theat bullets bad
ROCKET way: “With any luck, we
may i someihing along
Froan Page 1A the Tx Caas
When asked w© clarily ] FL hnn Mm

whether the company  considered.”
hopes 1o access the laus SpaceX declined to com-
complex that SpaceX R e

p at Boca Chica near Hrownsville  Economic
Tirowrwville or i it ment il Vice
a new site, the finm’s Viee  Presicent Gilbert  Salinas
vmm mm De wouhl neiber confirm nor

i Maoreen Gan-  deny il
oy Fridsy that the  thar
company i n the vy “Wele cunonlly otk
Inklal” ssages of exploring  ing iflerent projects in the
s whtoptons o he _ spaceldusr.” ekl
Cape 1o Kod According 10 Tirellys
o nm; acquited  saement ihe Cedar ik
acre test shie [a Economi men
cm, i Buiggs In Couinl  Cor. mwamdd tha fom 10
Texas, Gannon sakd that & 10 $1.225,000 in incentives
‘makes sense” G0 lamch  and employment granis
from Tes. fnliwing the ket om-
n Iweet sem i panys relocation  fram
day, the fm stmed tha  Hawihome, California The
te-search was under  company said i expan

sion plans include build
inga Congrl Toas team of

mm payral af pricogt=3

million by 2019,
The firm sald &t ako
m-m B invest  about
In_ propery,
m-m nnd equipment over
the 10-year agreemont with
Cexdar Park, and that niego-
tatkons for & 20,000 square
fool lfice location for Vire
ly are bl

The fln's websie stawes:
“Our primary focus here at
Firellyis creathug the warlds
bes: and lowest-cost light
satellite launch  vehicle,
How? By usi Lngpwmmmrk

o1 husiness opporimilies,
et akt then.”

Flrefly states that fis team
ennsiats of seasoned aero-
space enginesss that have
et the pest decade work-
ing at various new space
ompris ncliding o
Musks SpaceX,

Blue Orlgin and  Richard
Branson's Viegin Galact

Aceording Lo Feelly, wiul
1o o founding Vil . CEO
Thomas K. Markusic
i aviclty of eehiiedl nd
Teadeiship rolos i new
Space COm panies: vice pres-
identof propilsion o Virgin
Galactic: semior systens en
e at Blue Origin; and

et jevelaped
by our world- rlieypesis
our designs anel exsployiug

ederate
tisk. high pay-olf techuical

and princile propulon
ngiTeRr a1 SpAC

eperez-treutnnd
valleysiarcom

peogra 1o ubisin equip,

pter and

FromPage 1A _,_h
Opponents argue dhat ‘e u....x e peat
the program leads to mili-  progra " a sherill's office

iarization of rmlnmmlles spokeswoman, Brenda Me.
and thai a review is noi  dina, said. “You dorl put a
en 0 he Lapayers.”

Farther sowth, Starr Coun
s received dazens. of
wespons, some worth hun
dreds of dollars, and four

Hourke,
wha sns an the House
Homeland Security Com
mitlee, said he voted for a
measure aver ihe summer
that would have suspended
‘additional transfers of mii-
tary equipment 1o palice
foces.

“The more we milita-
tixe palice. the greater the

Gustia

puties
across the Rio Grande fron
Tamaulipas, Mexica, the He said he didn think the

ilarication” il it is used for
legitimate purposes.

Cuerra added that an
armared vehicle oblained
i e progsam by te
city of Mission's police de-
partment_recently playe
anintegral role in a siandoll
in nearby La Joya. Tapped
alficers were able lo lake
coverwith the vehicle whea
asuspect fire.

“That’s whzl saved the
day” Guerra said. The sus.
pect eventually fled and
was falally wounded.

Villarreal said that some
ilems were a “bil much”

but that every community
b difeveot e,
vty il o
that_need extia
help he said. "] don't see it
as anegative.”

Mimi  Schirmacher, a
public alfairs officer with
the federal ageney that
oversees the progmm. said
ihe review was underway.

“(Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagell has directed
hb stall 10 cooperate fully

the review 1o ensute
that the transier of Deparl
ment of Defense materials
for

ce has used the 1033 Jeacds o mil

strikes

the proper balance of
countability and purpos
Schivmacher said in an
enail

chirmacher added that
85 percent of the iems
transfened weie 0l wea
and that fewer ihan
1 percent were (actical ve
hicles. More (lian 0,000 law
enforcement agencies par
ticipate, all af which have
10 specify through their
state governmenis how the
equipment will be used

LS. News and Warld Re-
port reported that El Faso
had received nearly hall
of the equipment sent 1o
Texas, though e sherills
and police’ departments
e not received the bulk
of it. Most has gone 1 e
Depariment  of  Home-
land Security, which has
veveived equipment rang
ing from $20 kneepads 1o
SR0.000 huses.

Some elected officials
have  advocated  more
tmnsparency  ahout  the
equipment transterred and
where it goes.

“Thiey should track it as it
they spent hard carned tax
dollars,” Villarreal said.

Frui Page 1A

sald Sean Klimczak, senior
Tanaging director or the
Blackstone group, o ven-
e capital invesiment
fimm hased in New York that
purchased the Frontera
Generation plant here [rom
Direet Encegy in 2013,

In the fine print of
ihe (ransaction were @
$645 million cash wans
fer and wn agreenent that
Dliect Energy woukld con
Al (0 gecelve e mon
etary equvalent of all (e
elciicily generated liom
The Missini plant and fwo
adhery in Hastrop and Par-
s, which produce a com-
bined 1,205 megawats, for
an undiselused amosnt for
three years.

ireet Energy, an
tricity comporation "t
in liousion, declined an
interview for this story
and only provided a news
sedease on e sale of the
powver plants.

Klimezak likened 1he
picess 1o sending exoess
natural gos ieseres,

*We can expon power (o
Mesico just like we are ex-
porting natural gas,” hesaid

Blackstone afficials
said they plan io export
170 megawalts of electric-

ket starting nest year and
anticipate that the en
tine plant capacity of 524

ability Council of Texas, o1
ERCOT, grid as of 2016 and
unil December 2021
Blackstone — maintaing
they resecve the right 1o sell
In either the United States

12023,

wood thing for our coun- allow for a transmission
" be said of taxes and  line of up 1o 230 kilwvols.
jobs in the United States. from 138
Blacks

volis.
e stibimitted an
BULLT FOR EXPORT i
lionlers Generation, 8 ment of Laergy 10 ghve a
combined cycle natural  wholesae ekctiicly pro.

s lmlm an Gondwin udnmu

Road, il ) n M.
138 kilowolt vd "'!l e mlMum afler

n Souach Texas, thenswe are
going 10 be_incentivized
10 sell into South Texax”
Kiimesak aid.

The reasan for the ded-
son, Blackswone officialy

] < W

the rice per kilowatt for
commercisl
o 1 was 19,5 cents/kWh
and 11.4 cents/ kWh for
dusirial in 2011, according
10 1he last repoit conduct
ed by Sectelaria de Ener
de Mexico (SEN
Plicy arm for the Mexican

sernm

ent when it comes
0 electricity reliability.
Multiply thacby 3.5 million

i cusLumers
and 313 mitlion rnnlm

watt for commercial power
barely hits 10 cents.

‘urthermore, as Mexico
continues 10 develop their
o tesources, Blacksione
questioned macket shifts.

“Mwe dant &xport piwer
10 Mexica what i gring lo
happent™ asked Klimcrak.
“Mesico is going 1o build

egwals
from the Elecesicity Keli

pawer Y
needs and that it a net

i -

oo il e o egdonin o

the. Cumbres subeaton  congressonal o that

in Reynasa and allowed wholesale provid-

with the mmumloaml ers 10 participate in the re-
il market

Blackstone officias had
said in its application 1w
The pject wis spgroved . the Depermeni of ey
ia okl peitand .t Looestar Pows Met
ped by e Depat-  kodng LIC n“;b, :
ment of Energy. mmpnmnvnl Blacl
A the e, wholesale . dhd not have "na
eacuicly grividas wene  thes load obllgtlons” nd
prohibited ' from  seling
el electricity.  which
means divectly 10 cusion
ut

subsidiary comorations
were formed and joined by
then Florica-based TECO
Power Services Corparation
and reapplicd for the per-
mit. When TECO dropped
um of the energy e v

aanit rights weve reverted

baio eniea

In 2004, Centrica North
American Companies, a
Ditect nergy subsidiary,  Ducking through the
avned the Mission power  door of a Boeing 757 air
plant for a decade u plane siting on a tamac
sale oneinalars- on the outskins of a ma-
#r deal of the three natural |Ml.‘ll’lnll|!\'ﬂl y. avia-
gas facilities. KN Fepair technici:

The current permitsalsa  Moare,

compared _the _electrical
system nside airerafts 1©
& power grid substation on
the ground

“An airplane IS an au
wnomous machine, but
everything necds o be

ald, i

o
- s, nll Ihr«\
aMIthl»dtlmliu

Inside, an overhead pan-
o of switches and hutions

are faded hrown. Moom
iy cauple of calcu-
lated moves aflor 30 yoay
ol experience and the jet
engines oar to lik.

‘It not dght that we
arenit wsing our own naty
sl gas power plaits for
power I the U.S." he
said abowt (he iransmis
shon line into Mexico. * The
money is al the prondiin
these big indusry peaple
don't care.”

Peak demand for power
in the Vallay is 2,300 mega-
i sccaing 1o BECITT
cument ial ca-

'paﬂly ol naturs gas plants

is aleeady nearly 2000 MW,

This does ot include the

iy plant from Fron

tera. or the 800 MW plant

|mgm.nzb,. eneigy com-
o

A cross-Valiey mmh
sion line is also se
completed by 2016 to e

powwer issucs in the reglor.

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT
Local leaders 0 the
Texan Legislatune said the
balance between encour-
g inclastry while imain
ainiing public integrity i
dihoct and thol aneigy
genenation Invesiors arn
reluetant 16 put out money
planis dus

tn leaner margin,

“While | have concems
about the praposal and
have ¢xp those can-
cens 10 ERCOT, | will be
swatching careluly how ER-
COT evaliuates the propisal
and determines e i
pact,” said staie Kep. Reno
0. Olivelra, D-Beownsville,
who sits on e rgulited
Aindusiries commities that
the staies electric
vy actlon that might

inipact the vl

|h|H|y of ety n the
15 golg 10 recelve se-
s sy by eguison
and the
But pthers :uu the prof-
et an economic boon to
theValey
“We definitely need he
investment, nalusal gas is
o st nothing in the
Us." sairl state Rep, Terry
Candles, D-Edinburg, who
o public -
iburg on natusl
sesouces and he Impact
af Mexicns teforms on the
“Texas ecanarny on Friday.
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