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As independent gas station empire shrinks,
owners look to new chapter for Aziz Quick Stop
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but business owner by
by f

over three decades with stores
from Sullivan City to Donna.
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cent 1o $.87 percent, This
was aller new requests
for funding mastly
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Acconding 1o the Pew
report, about 295,000
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The populaion of im
migranis illegally in the
country dropped about
1 million during the 2007
09 recession and has 1o

S illegally

mained stable since,

“When the populadon
went down, the iirths
went down.” said D'Vern
Coln, a co-authar of the
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and the  lowign born
populations, Cohn saidl
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$4M renovation brings touch
of modern to Corn Palace

BUDGET HIDALGO COUNTY
i 2016 BUDGET PROCESS
T we go below the
10 percent, we'll cost the ~ Estimated Revenuos: 184.606.000
county millions of mil-
lions of dollars, L o
Im:l a f‘ =g BY
Hores. He said he blU‘ 24 “THR ASSCCIATED PRESS
ported rimming back the v ion eresy Sl
spending 1o keep the bal foo Tl 2840000 MITCHELL $0. —The
ance higher [y — 583338 Com Pakce has been
“) knew thal we are not il Pay Plan 2ep 7 ,.mﬂ.,.wﬁ."...,m.
liked by mast peaple, bt e B 1500000 ce 1892, so when
we need 10 do 107 FIOTes i nnsan: P fissss 850,000 -= etakers of one of
said, Firn Cats Consrast 400,000 Souil Ihiu.‘nnm pn[l
It iz current county ad- Urtsan Coury Lease.
ministrative  policy 1 Appraisiag fees 71,000
maintain an unassigned  Humana mainienance, (hey aka
fund balance of ar least A ta Nom Bowererertal Agecies 25,000 decided 1o genily nudge it
10 percent for emergen- 1115 Waker Progom-UC LS into the 21 ceniury.
cles and, while there areno Ot Ascusbon Q225,000 (amz are m- w-«
legal mumnw al the Yol nressefeasctony: Sa06.001 yellow  anion
state many fmpact dmnnn )hn‘dl ai
Llluwumy\l!umlmlhm e it DL ATReL M vk A i
AL (AT SR quee. larger com murals
BOND RATING koo A cnaLis | sesm and & walk-out. balcoy
in response 1o reporis {1 I b i hire. buss ackdid o
that the Tund balance mm‘m Hperery And n peshaps the
canld fall below the 10 per H 2 most modem woch of &
cent mark, Hidalgo ('n‘lm g e b b S D R 4 million renovation, te
ty vated palsces night face now
o scale back expenses by Rocuoe Child Welfarn Dedorse 360,000 featiwes LED lighting that
more than §1 million and 400,000

Ioring (hae paromingy 3}
0 neatly 105 percent, The
e ala s whintched by
commissioners,

"I was imporant be-
canse L will keep s n com
plince wih our policy wnd
that s whast s camp
s laok for” said County
udge laman Gercin, “We
Iave o AA mting. The betler
the rating, the lower fter
st rale we can ged.

In April 2014, Fiteh rat-
ings affirmed the AA starus
fior the coun
Mission and ¥
conding 0 a news release.
By comparison, Progresn
schoal district, which is
wnder the authority of the
Tesos Edugation Agency,
has o B rating.

The rate
charged 1o the county
will shape_costs once the
caunty builds its projected
§149 million_eourthause
in Fdinburgs dawntown.

Commissioners already
adapled = rax rate for
the year that keeps the
rate flat at 53 cents per
3100 property valuation,
but for many residents
that still means a higher
bilbesause of ewsbighec
property apprai

Thers wes diageement
over how much revenne
the county is expecting
during the next fiscal yeor

Ihe  latest  eslimated
teventies from the burdget
director's office, in part
from property taxes, was
§184.6 million and the
proposed  expenditures
were §102 million, leaving
i budger deficit of more
than $7.9 million for 2016,

But the county audi
or's ostimated
lower revenues, (otaling
$104.5 mill

Hidalgo County Auditor
Ray Buliacio alsa predict
e o smaller fimd halance
than (e brdgel direelor
since it a mare conserva-
tive estimate.

Buclget Director Sergin
Cruz estimated the eoun-
s pencral fund balance
would be about §26.9 mil-
lion, whereas the auditor
estimated it be only
s25.4 millon,

I onder 1o prepue o
[orecast it Is reasonably
aeciitale, counly depart
MEnes  wer conlacted
T input during the rev
enun estimation process,”
woie Eulracio in a e
0 cemmissioners.

and
Fur Bnlanos sppropnation
Estimated

Fund Balance #s of Jan. 12016

In 2015, about 3.9 mil-
lion more was collected
in property taxes due to
higher appraisals  and
about $1.4 milion was
collected by @ new sanita
tion permil fee.

There was also an in
crease in_Evenue fiom
vehicle sales and mis
deink tax allocations.

Tho elecilons depart-
ment coniract fee:
bonsted by $300,000 md
constable fees have risen

by the sheriff’s office for
housing federal inmates
and the pay phone com
those  inmates

A decrease in _courl
cosis and fees collected
by the distriet court and

commissioners Lo spend
conservatively

“This approach s nec-
essary Siice no projec
tions were made for setle
ot of Jawsuils, eme
gencies and maters

time af eomputation.” e
enntinued

But the budget director
seemed 1o disagree.

He looks at our cuir-
sent biudger and goes un-
der the assumption that
100 percent of aur budget
will bespent, biut thats ot
the case,” said Sergio Cru.
“If we e gaing 1o use th
auditor’s esimated (und
balance, we are definiiely
r}n\nﬁlnhnw 10 vevisit the
budget

Ilnrlng ihe  meeting
Fufacio reminded com
missioners  about  liis
ojec which are
calculaied by estimating
iat all e mcney Didget
il s spent — and urped
them they needed (o save
§3 million 10 sty ina good
fincal zone.

“l tald everyhody we

=

need 10 3
ditors 1

spencisind the conserss-
estimates,” said Ga
m the county judge. °
would lhave been 53

ys dramatically acoss

“k needed & facelift”
waid Kate Knusoa, di-
wcior of the Mitchell
Comventon and Visitors
Bureau. "It noeded some
fog 13 chu 3 e

e L.m. Palace, which

tors each year, Knutson
and othess are hoping the
newlook will attracta new
jam of touriss —
and hring back previous
visitors interested in see

reserved for emergencics.

s a common lactic
for gavernments ta use a
portion of ihe unassigned
fund balance for address-
ing “tight budget times"

10 need abaui $7.9

of something. Most co
ties will keep 10 percent.
local de

and formes county ..mv
af Houston. As for whieth-
er the auditor or budget
ditector gets the final say,
there's no set law eicher.
“They would prabably
wani to different
projections from multiple
departeacnts,
the commission
Yo deckde for thermeslres”
nued

kmoshrucie
@remanimaream
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The Immigrant group bs
a Righer share of wamen
of childuearing oge, she
sald.

“In general, i
tend 1o be youn;
said, "They are the people
who are willing to get up
and leave and take the risk

ry. legally orno.”

births 1o

clines, the issue has been
Eelling extia attention in
recent months.

The 14t Amendment
1 the Constitution grants

Conservative  poliricians
have supgested  differ.
ent interpreuations. of the
amendment in  recent
years and wani to end

Gov. Jeb Bush, drew criti
cism from

s and

describe the mo

though
term, he has said he does

cording o Py,

of gaing 10 another coun-  birthright citizenship. ot i an end 10
The controversy reac! binbright citizenship.
Overall, the US. binh  a peak this summer when  According w a

rate has fallen to aecord  Trump demanded a re-  repart from Pews in 2011
lergely peal of birfhright citizen 57 percent of Americans

shipasa pari of his plan fo  opposed  changing _the

curb il 10 end bint.

He and niher Republican right  citizenship, and

candidates for presi " such

Lyen ais the number of
births to immigrants de-

including former Forida

The redesign hasal

“Las Vegasy™ ook B wo
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Oirk Lavamars | The Asseciated Pruss
How twisted steal domes ador the top of the Com Palace an
Toasday in Michell, South Dasota. Tha South Dakata tourist
tractian is satting the finish ng touches on & 54 milkon
renombon pojet.

wmoeh of a change. She said she suid, ading: *
some ol the negathvily may  our monument in lown,
have come from e months.—The fin Con Polace way
long delay between the old  buili In 1982 so settlers could
donses’ wamal and e e display e fruks of thelr
dones poing inio place: harvost, Almost every yeur
“Thew are wo many peo.  Since, ailisis | waled
e dissing i anal being dis— colorful new n the
vespeciiul about [t whenyou  ousside walls mmg o of
oo sbout 1 oative® s v waledos 4 c0on
Ko, whe sald she likes il a [l sraditlon that casts
“I just try 1o he support-  about $150,000 2 year
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Famando Hermandez places food in § warming iy whia geting
the cauntar ready for customens Thursday i P

AZIZ piped in his son, Dago-
berto Trevifio fr. “Dut U'm

From Puge 14 Mexican " besa
Now, the family who had  es o native of San
developed a fiercely & Miguel do Camargo (now
customar base, looks for  called  Dine. Ordast

a wecond chance after it acrossthe ltio G
of ity Los Innos in the Mesican
ated

i stnte of Tamilipas
in Midalgo County lor  When ha it crossed
O, the ﬂln[imndnnrmﬂl with

Trevinos  first  station 8 sixth-grade educarion st
was along Highway 53 14 years old, he traveled o
i La foya, where he had  California end was & mi
pill-out  coolers with grant farmworker in the
glass-bottle sodas for sale  Helds there forabout a de-
and a fow small pumps.  cade. shoppers may_ tegulaly
Fach weekday mom- "l leacned u litde bit of ot for on cheap.
ing hed rise hefore the  Englishinthe strocts. |am  est and closest pump.
AR 0 feed hungry bus  vory good with numbers,  others _wpported  the
I und good at business.” he  independent owne.
they wanied o come  snid ey heep shopping o
Vd be fnat 4 Many of bis od neigh .

. wid the Ghyear bors ler teiled inin
old about tie mounds  the United Siates decardes
of four buscios ‘w8, o0, o e
epgs and chorizo that the Sullivan City. La laya y
hed help make by hond  and Paimview ares, Those  are loyal and would look
ench moming end then  people tend 1o be his most Aste
s inside 4 handnade
st case with warmers
underneath.
Tt was & big 1aco, not

Bt nov, Trevino said,
hes recovering fom the
pain of watching pe
wood panels cover

e of his
her said Spanish-suyle sioes with

in Spanish, cupping his e

hands. The family opera-  seemed (o overcome him. —and signare arches.

tinn bears the name ofone Al those peaple came 0 The company filed for

ofthe younger sons: i miysiores” bankrupicy in 2014.
vhikh micans “dear or I8 the reason why.

recious, out of all the swores 'BANKRUPTCY & v

V,,V‘_m, ooyl think [ once controlled,  theres Im lsc Tad e Csnerus leoks outinko the pasking lol Thursday whle behind the caunler at Ase Quick Siop

an ot sz (dilferent et stil one left on Bentsen It good relationships

nielty),” Trevino S said.  Palm Road just off Fx mu,k.rmmu.m.d hada pay off s debis 10 Plains

e Aziz Quick Stop

“Like Middle Easmemn,” pressway 8. While some  steady credit line for years.
Sunveo L declined  hankruptey

story. sayi
publicly traded company
and does not disclose fu
ture plans
Bur in Hidalgo County,
only some of the former % 28 stores across Heaige
2

Edinturg hos fnamce the

Asiz. state expansion for

years, but in 2013, it was emplayees

shie down by the Office of  brand new Sunnco gassta- % S0k for 9418 miion 1

the Comptrollerof the Cur- — tion on Trenion and Jack-  Susser Petroleum Progerty

rency. which appointed the  son roads in Edinburg. —  LLG, aka Stipes, in 2014
posit Insurance The  company  called ' Sunoco purchazed Strises

a boust for its LG, wosch inchxsed Adie
invesiors oraperties in larger $1.88
“The transaciion s 5 geal with 830 slores
pected (o be slightly ac
eretive 0 SUN (Sunoco}

Would you like

an extra bedroom? uupmmn o oversee its the deal

ahout 3 centy
Axiz defaulted in (he sun utable cash flow in 2015 Jjess prrgﬂ\ln\l 0 sell. Aziz
merof and significantly accre-  Quick Stop grew ta be ane
First National had lent  tive thereafter,” according  of the largest unbranded
UNITED $276 milion that was tn an August news release  gas suatlon chains n the

ackad by the siows in- mnmmmmn, website  country.
on ol

about the oeqy “In volume, | sold 2 mil-
s ypically fion gallons a month, 1t

mm\

wal growth In - was a civer of gus,” iovifo
gy el el ooy ! o Mgy e W

the bankmupicy pe per stock share Butas computtian grew

Zaro Gravity stopped th in the Valloy, the voluro

‘Sieeper Lift Chair Althe time of the bank.  FULL CIRCLE al gas he said dropped. At

Many to Choose “For the rest of your life” .u,- v |.| g 0 August  Coincidenially, Az ane palnt, with only about

{aver 20 models)
Twin - Full - Queen - Chair ORDEII NOwW
Leather or Fabric

s i $34 ek Quick Siop e Initlly |3 oo, Irevito s e
4 5197 purchased by the same  was rogularly selling about
company that sold 1 3 millian gallons of gaso-
wholesale gasoline de- line each month.
cats iy The Trevifio family ac-
“He came 1o the Valley knowledged their emer-
and ollersd me fusl any gonce fiom  bankrupicy
I started 1o sell it slowly.  was unusual
Trevino mealled of the  “Most companics aren't
Suseer familys head — tils lucky. Many donl
Sam 1. Susser. His son.  come out of bankeupiey.”
Sam L. Susser had later  his son, Treviiio | saidl
taken over the husiness “Trevifio Jr. seid e 1
members  standing  on
wooden milk crates at
10 years old 50 he could
se abave Ihe counter tnd
photos where he posed el work the cash register
il hu\d‘ !?\B Aziz gtoves,
touggh sell for iha
( wes mainly Cono mmm ha said, especially
co and Shammck stations, xlm.? the son that shares
sai e waris o con-
“In those years, | sold druan the family bus
one truck every day I was wmd o the
9000 © 10,000 gallons whole family. | paid the

Available AirfFoam Mattress

ffek

e NO I\

aday —one truckand & bank and il lefl some
small pump,” he said money for expenses - but
Typically, eanvenience \Lmisuuunyﬂlm!lﬂ Ty
stores with beanded gas “1 feel much

’ - - stations, like Exxon or umnse: rm-\ because |
o) OPEN DAILY ction. antm must enter into 2 have more experience.”
9am.to7 pm. As part of the new deal, long-term contract 1o sell

RNITURE INDAY Atz weas tequired {0 use  the gas and they must pay Eonoshrucker
1000 East u‘m"m 83, McAllen 105 pm. some of the sale profis i . premium.  Unbranded d@hemonitoncom
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